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Mr Brendon Grylls; Mr Bill Marmion 

RESOURCES SECTOR — TRANSIENT WORKER CAMPS — ILLICIT DRUGS 

247. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
Could the minister please update the house on the efforts to prevent illicit drug use in the transient worker 
accommodation camps used by resource companies in Western Australia? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for Pilbara for the question. I am delighted to update the house on the eradication of illicit 
drugs in mining camps. I know that the member for Pilbara has a strong interest in and is a supporter of safety in 
the industry. One area in which we can be diligent is to ensure that mine sites do not have illicit drugs. I am very 
pleased to report that the collaboration between mining companies and WA Police has resulted in some firm 
action being taken in the last few months. 

First of all, I report on two operations that have been done in collaboration with WA Police. In early December, 
WA Police flew to a Fortescue Metals Group site and targeted 370 passengers from eight flights. They also 
targeted another two FMG sites a few days later. FMG and WA Police have undertaken special investigations of 
FMG’s sites whereby all passengers were tested. The operation with FMG was called Red Water. 
Red Water 2 involved Rio Tinto and BHP Billiton on three airstrips. That was done in mid-January. There were 
10 flights and 594 passengers and their luggage was processed. As part of that operation, they also tested the 
occupants of heavy vehicles travelling between Wubin and the Pilbara about the same time. There were 
540 random breath tests and drug tests undertaken. Indeed, initial tests with the drug dogs had some positive 
results, and they have been followed through. 

I was also pleased to read in the Kalgoorlie Miner this week that further testing has been done at Leonora on 
plane passengers there. Indeed, one thing highlighted in the Kalgoorlie Miner report is that the testing does not 
discriminate in favour of those people who are senior in mining companies. Indeed, it reports that the 
chief financial officer was involved in that particular testing. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Was it positive? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The member will be pleased to know that it was not positive. 

It was also pleasing to hear on the radio that the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union is also 
coming out in support of it. As the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, I acknowledge that we must make sure 
that there are no drugs in mine camps. We want to make sure that they are safe environments for not only the 
individual but also fellow workers. 
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